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Maharajapuram Srinivasan honoured

[image: image3.png]


 

Nadhadweepam Trust, founded by Trichy Ramesh, aims at propagating music by organising concerts not only in Trichy but also in Chennai. At a function organised at Ranjani Hall, Nanganallur, the trust gave away awards to eminent musicians who have excelled in their field.

The awardees this year were Maharajapuram Srinivasan – vocal. Nagai Muralidharan - violin, Tanjore Kumar - mridangam, and Srirangam Kannan - morsing.

The function was chaired by N V Subramanyam - Saraswathi Vageeyakara Trust, and S V Ramani a connoisseur of music. Both are patrons of fine arts and music lovers.

They spoke about the art reaching the masses and why sabhas should encourage artistes by honouring them with awards.

This was followed by a scintillating recital by the awardees.

The curtain-raiser was a varnam in Saveri – Sarasuda - followed by a brisk Nattai - Srimahaganapathe with chittaswaram. The vocalist then plunged into swift swara passages. Srinivasan's son Ganesh came out with vivid swaras that befit the raga.

Senapathe in Gowlai by Muthuswami Dikshitar was followed by a brilliant alapana of Hamsanadham. The Tamil composition by living legend Tanjore Sankara Iyer spoke about the raga lakshana which is unique. The artiste's rendition of Ezhuladai Hamsanadham was excellent  with cascades of swaras embellishing the song.

Thaye Yasodha by Othukadu Venkatasubbier in Thodi reminded the rasikas about his father - Maharajapuram Santhanam. We went on a trip down memory lane, quipped an old Santhanam fan.

The main piece was Kalyani – 'Nijasavaradha' - by Patnam Subramania Iyer It was a colorful Kalyani as the artiste showcased the entire gamut of the raga splendidly. His niraval of Bhoojagathi Sayana Bhooma Ramana and swaras highlighted his patanthara and his fertile imagination.

Since it was Thursday, Srinivasan aptly rendered a song in Sivaranjani on Raghavendra Swami.

Nagai Muralidharan on violin was a class apart. His involvement while following the vocalist was outstanding. Especially Kalyani spoke volumes about his encyclopaedic knowledge in music.

Tanjore Kumar on the mridangam was an aural treat.

Srirangam Kannan on morsing proved that the jews harp can produce melodious music by his skillful style. The tani of Kumar and Kannan was like a clash of the titans.
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